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Say it.  Tap it.  Write it.
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Teacher Notes
How to use these mats

What these are
Sound-box (Elkonin box) mats help beginning readers hear the individual sounds (phonemes) in words.
Each mat shows a picture, one box for each sound, and a line for writing the word.

Three ways to use each mat
1. Push it: the child says the word slowly and pushes a counter into one box per sound.
2. Tap it: the child taps each box, one tap per sound, then blends the word.
3. Write it: the child writes one letter in each box, then writes the whole word on the line.

Tips
Laminate or use dry-erase pockets for reuse in centres. Counters, coins, or mini erasers all work. Every
word in this set uses one letter per sound, so boxes and letters match one-to-one.

Words in this set
map, fan, pan, can, cat, bag, bat, hat, jam, van.
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Credits & Terms of Use

Thank you!
This resource was created by Fundy Phonics and classroom-tested in a New Brunswick
K-1 classroom. Drafted with the help of AI tools; every page is reviewed, revised and
tested by a certified teacher before publishing.

You may: use this resource in your own classroom; print as many copies as you need
for your own students; use it in your own tutoring practice.
You may not: resell, redistribute, or post this file (or any part of it) online;
share with other teachers (please send them to the Fundy Phonics store instead!).

Illustrations and layout © Fundy Phonics. Fonts: Andika & Baloo 2 (SIL Open Font Licence).
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